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TESTIMONY. 


To and For the 


Everlaſting Truth of Gai 


Partly intended for my Relations and 


Neighbours, that have known me from my 
Childhood in #iſbew & Sutton. Wherein there is a 
ſhort Relation of my Manner of convincement. And 
_ alfa, ſome few of the Suffering: which were Inflict. 
ed upon me by ſome of the ſaid Inhabitants, for my. 
Faithful Teſtimony, which I have born for Got, 


and his Bleſſed Truth. 23 3 
F put you in mind of that bleſſed and Everlaſting Truth 

which I bear Teſtimony unto before you; for it is the, 

ſame that ever it was to all that belieye in the Light, and faith-. 
folly. Obe it; I cannot but once more Exhort you unto it, as. 
— i there is Sufficiency init to preſerve out of the Evil, 


RIENDS * Nei ha it is in my Heart once to, 


wicht is fo Cauſe of much Sorrow 2 Trouble, both in ths 


World and in the World to come. 


In the Year 1660. when i it oleaſed hl Lord ene hs . 
ſed Truth to be preached amongſt us, by a deſpiſed People, in 
Scorn called Que, it pleaſed the Lord about that time to 
raiſe up a Work in my Heart, _ much Queſtionings _— Rea... 

nings 
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ſonings I was beſet witha!, and a Warfare inwardly I came to 
know, Jacob and Eſau ſtriving in the Womb ſpiritually ; then 
hearing of a Meeting of the aforeſaid People, who by the World 
did then, as they do at this day, bear that Scornful Name of 
Ouakers ; The Meeting then to be at Cardworth, I was 
very much preſſed in my Mind thither to go; but ſomething to 
the putting by that Opportunity at that time preſented it ſelf, 
inaſmuch as I was diſappointed of my deſire at that time: So 
then Reaſonings more. ſeized upon me, and my Trouble, by 
reaſonof Sin and Tranſgreſſion, much diſquieted me, infomuch 
that I could not follow my outward Imployment, fo that Sighs 
and Groans did daily preſs me for the Sins of my Youth, that I 
was conſtrained to make my Abode in many Deſolate Plaees, to 
bewail my Condition in Pits and Ditches, to cry unto the Lord, 
notwithſtanding.my Diligence in imploying my ſelf to run after 
the beſt of men for Help. Then in the 7th Moneth,in the Year 
1660. my Wife being reading ina Book, of a Faithful Friend, 
was pricked in the Heart, and alſo ſatisfied, that ſhe had been 
doing that which the Lord did not requirè of her in the way of 
Worſhip; when I keard thoſe Expreſſions, I was very much 

txoubled;- for. it was ſo with me at that time, that Thad rather 
have ſuffered Death, than to have been called a Quaker ; inaſ- 
much as that I durſt not look ina Book, nor go unto a Meeting; 
but then did the Lord begin to raiſe up his own Work in me, 
which burned as a Fire, infomuch that I my ſelf, with many 

more did expect nothing but Death to have been the cffe& of the 
fGme;but I found it to be the Lord's Work to deſtroy Sin, hie 
was and is the Work of the Devil: Then on the z othday of the 
aforcfaid Moneth, the Enemy of my Soul, ſeeing thathis King- 
dom began to be weakened; to theendthatit-might bedeſtroy- 
ed,” then qid he begin to Ragey and to ſtir me up to take — 

Books in which my Wiſe was formerly reading; and Fhid them, 

with an intent that I had to burn them, if my Wiſa would nor 

go with me on the next Firſt day unto the World's Worſhip, ſo 

great was my Ra eee days and in this Lyes- 
ite · Spirit of Fury did i intend tu go unt a aur oi ParifhiBrigſh,;: 
to know and to be inſormed to the utmpſt what h. cnuld acquaia 
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me withalin that Caſe : But inaſmuch as the Lord did permit 
me to go on with mine intent and preſecution of this Work; 
ſometimes going, and ſometimes rünning in haſte, for feat it 
ſhovtd be tov late, I vas ſinĩtten in my Breaſt, and the Word of 
the Lordatoſe in me inthe Heat of his Jealouſie, which burned as 
an Oven, and {mote as a Hammer, faying, i hat haſt thou gotten 
thy ſelf all ths while by thy running ſometimes Ten, and ſometimes 
Twenty Miles in a day, after the Hirelings and Time: ſervers of 
this Age? So then I was made to cry out, Lord] what wilt 
thou have me todo? Often could I lay, A Wounded Conſcience 
who can bear? So that I was made to return in the Tenderneſfs 
of my Soul, and was conſtrained to embrace my cear Wife with 
this tender Salutation; Oh ! rake thy Books again in the Fear of 
the Living God. Ah! that was a Day of Glad-Ticings unto my 
Soul, can I ſay unto you, my near & dear Relations, unto whom this 
way come, and unto. whom theſe Lines may be preſented; for 
as ſure as the Lord Chriſt Jeſus did appear unto the Woman of 
Samaria even lo aſſuredly did he appear unto me, yea, in me that 
Day; On! therefore be you warned, and turn unto the God of 
Life, who hath ſor his Truth's ſake conſtrained mie to viſit you 
with. a Teſtimony in tender Love unto your Souls. And now, 

Dear Relations and Neighbours, unte whom theſe Lines were 


a wan that hath known the Terxogs. of the Lord for Sin and 
ont raint, 


is Name be ſpread over all he 

whom th cd bath 

had, and Thall try boch 
thatyou ſhall not 


[EE | (4). | 
to eſeape it; it lieth near me this day to lay it before you, that 
it is high time for you, and greatly poedſul, that you ſeek within — =J 
for a better Guide then yet you are aquainted withal; for the day 25 
is at hand that will try all erdleſß ons that men have invented, and 
the Coverings they have made; therefore I ſay, turn unto the 
Lord God, for he alone in that day can ſave. a 
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A Note of an Account of the Sufferings of Ri- 
chard Sommerland of Wiſhaw in Warwick» ” 


(hire, for Truth's ſake, from the Year 1663. I 

unto this Preſent Year 1678. ow | 
Irſt in the Year 1663. aforefaid, the ſaid Richard Se „ | 
land was Perſecuted by one Facob Kimberly, Prieſt of \ 


Cardworth, and put into Lichfield Court, becauſe for Con- 
ſcience· ſake to God he could not pay him Tythe and Herbage, and 
ſo denyChriſt come in the Fleſh; and fo becauſe he could not fee a 
Proctor in the Court, or ſo, they proceeded againſthim,& ſo got p 
him into Priſon, where he remained betwixt Nine or Ten Years : 

In one Tear of which the ſaid Prieſt took away one Load of Hay | 

out of a Meadow, where there was but three; and out of ano- 

ther Meadow, where there was but one Load of his, he'took - 

all. Alſo, the ſaid Richard, the ſpace of about eight Years after 

he was firft put in Priſon, as aforeſaid, having ſome Liberty to | 
come to his outward Being, ahd being about the Town's- Bu- . 
finefs with his Neighbours, was Sworn againſt by four men, for | 
being at a Meeting at Badgely, about five Miles off, and fined - 

ol. 5s. Whereas the Men of the e Tore” 
teftific, Ee was with thew thar day about Buſefs, ag aforeſaid; . 
andthe aforeſaid four Smearert, were all Forſworns O ſad thhe © 
conflre of!" All, the d lee ebe for fufering | 
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the People of the Lord called Qhakgys to have a Meeting at his 
Houfe, about the 12th day of the Moneth called Auguſt, 1677. 
to worthip in Spirit and in Truth, a+ their holy Cuſtom is, was 
fined 20 l. for which they took Goods at ſeveral times from him 
worth 33 l. At one time tliey took away four Heifers, and 
upon another day they took two Mares, one Tumbrel, one pair 
of Gears, two pair of Hollmes, two Collors, three Bridles, 
one Belly- band, thirty Cheeſcs, two Sacks, and about three 
Strikes of Mown Corn, one good Feather: bed, one Coverlet, one 
Rug, one Blanket, three Pillow: bears, three Flaxen Sheets, one 
Flaxen Table- Cloth, one Towell, & fixteen Napkins ; and the ſame 
Night they came again (even in the Night, like Rchbers) and took 
away three Weaning-Calves, two Swine, & two Weaning - Coults. 
And it is to be noted, That the Ground of this grievious Per- 
ſecution at this time was, becauſe ſome that were Naturally rela- 
ted to theſe Informers and Perſecutors, were Convinced ef Gods 
bleſſed Truth amongſt us at this time; fo mightily doth the 
Devil Rage againſt God's Work in all Generations: Alſo, it is 
to be noted, That after a certain time, that they had all theſe 
Goods in their Cuſtody, and made Money of moſt of them, they 
ſent ſome of them back again, yet of ſolittle Value, that what 
remained in their Hands, which they ſold, was worth 26 l. for 
the Fine of 20 l. Another chief caule of this great Suffer ing was: 
the Endearcd Love of my Heart to the Well-being of the Souls 
of my Relations and Friends; it being upon me to invite ſeveral 
of them to a Meeting, to the Marriage of my Daughter atwhich 
Meeting it pleaſed the Lord to touch and to open ſome of their 
Hearts, as he Cid in former dayes the Heart of Lidea, and gave 
them an inward Senſe of his blefſed Truth; at which the Devil 
was Angry, and ſtirred up his Inftruments to perfecute me, and 
others of God's People; and what was in former dayes ſpoken 
of, came to be ſulfilled, That the Father ſhould be againſt Son, 
Son againſt Father, and Brother againſt. Brother ;, and that upon 
this occaſton my half Brother, Who was Brother unto me by Mos 
Father, Was at the Meeting, where” one of his 
Daughters (with feveral others) were Convinced of the Erernal 
Truth of Oed; at which my aid Brother was ſo filled, grab 
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brake the bands of Natoral * en, as well as Chriſtianity, and 
the royal Law of God, which is, To do unto all as they would be done 
by; and turned Informer againſt me, & others; and that which ag- 
grayates the thing almoſt beyond any parrallel, is, that my afore- 
: ſaid Brother did not only Inform againſt me, but againſt his own 

Daughter, and againſt his Daughter in Law, his Son's Wife, 
(who in her Faithfulnef: doth remain unto this Day, notwitbſtan- 
ding the many Hardſhips and Tryals ſhe hath undergone for the 
Truth's ſake, of which eur God in his Love fath made his a Par- 
taker; notwithſtanding ſhe hath been nail'd upictoſe from a Mee- 
ting) who were both Fined upon his, and his Son in Law's Informa- 
tion. Alſo, it is to be noted, That upon my Rnowledge that 
my ſaid Brother was to turn Informer to get Money by it, it was 
in my Heart, in the Aboundings of Lose, rather than he ſhovid 
take ſuch a Reproachſul Trade upon him, which is a ſhame unto 
all ſober People; I ſay it was in my Heart to go unto him, not in- 
any Fear that I had upon me, as to what he could do, but to pre- 
vent or take away the Occaſion that might incuee him thercto, 
and proffer bim, Either to lend or give him Money, if he kad need, 
either then, or at other times Whereupon he was filled with 
Wrath and Madneſs, that he did Unnaturally abuſe and ſtrike me 
on the bare Head, and other places, although he had no Re- 
ance, but a Willingneſs the Lord had wrought in ie, that as I 


neglh 
| Fay the Fines themſclves 
| Robert Regerſer, and t 


ners bardned their Hearts, ang with great eee pe ecutdl, 
and ſought after their Prey, and with Cruelty 1 


, * 
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＋ made Spoil and Ha- 
vock of the Goods, as is here inſerted in Particulars as * 
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Theſe Diftreffes as followeth were made by the Officers of 
Carworth; Jahn May4h Conſtable, James Harbey of Minworti, 
Head-horow in the ſame Pariſh, Thomas Freeman Conſtable of 
Satton-Cofield, and Robert Rogerſon, Over-ſeer of the fame 
Town, who fought after their Prey with great Eagerneſs and 
much Cruclty 0 $7 


Alſo, for the aſoreſaid Meeting was taken from Edw. Chande- 
ler for a Fine {or himſelf and his Wife, for 30 8. Fine, was taken 
one Mare and a Colt wo: th 5 l. which they ſold for 31. 198. 
and kept 1 $ for ſelling the Mare, and returned ſome of the Un- 
dervalue again. | 
Alſo, for the ſame two Meetings, they took from 7obn Swift 
of Cardworth for a Fine of 15 s. a Feeding-Cow, worth about 
55 8. which they ſold for 44s; returned him only ſome of that 
again, as allo keeping 1 6. for ſelling the Cow.” _ 2 
Alſo, for the aforeſaid Meeting, and another, was taken 
from Robert Gueſt of Minworth, for 15 s. Fine, one great Brews: 
ing-Kettle, and fix great Pewter-diſhes, which was well worth 
betwixt 30, & 408. 5 
Alſo, for the two Meetings afoxeſaid was taken from Margaret 
Woltey, for a Fine of 15 5. one Set of Curtains and Vallans, one 
Blanket, one Warming · Pan, & ſome Pewter, worth about 1 I. 105. 
Alfo, for the afore-ſaid two Meetings was taken from Thoms 
Hargrave of Minworth, a poor man, for a Fine of 158. was 
taken Braſs worth 1]. 7s. _ | 
Alſo. for the Firſt Meeting was taken from. Aune Meakings, a 
poor Widdow in Minworth, that hath four mall Children, and 
little tolive upon but what ſhe laboureth hard for, was, for a 
Fine of 5s. taken one Coverlet and three Pewter-difhes. | 
Alſo, for the ſame two Meetings:was taken from Richard 
Wil8/on of Colſhil for 15 5. Fine, Braſs worth about 1]. 10s. 
Alſo, for the firſt Meeting they took from Abrabam Fordan of _ 
Wiggin ſu in the Pariſh of Sutton- Coſield, for a' Fine of 156. 
for himſelf, his Wife and Son, 16. Ells and a half of Tear of 
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Hempen Cloath. 
Alſo, 


Fr 8) 
Alo, forthe firſt Meeting 1 they took from 
Thima Sharrat of Wiſhaw, for 10s. Fine, for himſelf and his 
Wife, one great Brewing Kettle, and one leſſer Kettle, and one 
Pewter=difh; worth in all 26s. returned only the leſſer Kettle, 
and the Pewter:diſh, to the value of 68. 0 
* Alſo; for the ficſt Meeting before - mentioned they took from 
Fore Wards of Graves in Sutton-Pariſh, one Kettle worth 8, or 
95. for a Fine of 58. 7 


: This is a True and Faithful Account (in ſhort) of the Suffers 


may Suffer in Body and Eſtate for the Teſtimony of Truth, and 
Sake of Chriſt Jeſus, whoſe Saving Health is this day known, 


the Scriptures: And again, He that drparteth from Iniquity 
abet h himſelf. Prey: But I would have none ts ſtumble at the 
Truth, or be offended thereat, for it is by the God of our 
Salvation that they that will live Godly in Chriſt Jcſus muſt ſuffer 
Perſecution. "EY ; | 


Thi is given forth inthe feeling of the Preſence of the living God, 
Vy one who deſifeth the good of all my Fellow-Creatures. 


the 1ſt Mon. 1678. 
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ings, both of my Self and other Friends, who have, and yet 


who came to ſave his People From their Bins, as is recorded in 


- Wiſhew in Werwick-ſire, © Richard Sommerland. 
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